Mycoplasma bovis in respiratory disease of feedlot cattle.
Mycoplasma bovis has recently emerged as an important cause of chronic caseonecrotic bronchopneumonia, arthritis, and tenosynovitis in beef cattle. Mycoplasma bovis can act as a primary pathogen, yet many cases are coinfected with other bacteria or viruses, and evidence suggests that M. bovis colonizes and perpetuates lung lesions that were initiated by other bacteria, such as M. haemolytica. Mycoplasma bovis elicits a robust humoral immune response, but the resulting antibodies are not protective because of the variable surface proteins, and vaccines have not yet been shown to prevent disease. Mycoplasma bovis infections are responsible for a high proportion of the chronic disease occurring in feedlots, and the welfare of such animals is an important aspect of feedlot health management.